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Abſalom's Conſpiracy; _ 
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ere is nothing ſo dangerous etther-to Societies- in General, or to parti- 
cular Perſons, as Ambition; the Temptations 'of Sovereignty, .and the 
elittering Luſtre of a Crown, have been guilty of all the fearful Con- 
fequences that can be within, the compaſs of; imagination: For this, 
Mighty Nations have been drown'd in Blood, populous Cities have been madede; 
folate, laid in Aſhes, and Jeft without Inhabitants ; For this, Parents have loſt all 
_ the ſenſe and tenderne(s of Nature; and-: Children, all, the Sentiments of Du 
and Obediencez the Eternal Laws of Gaod and Juſt, the Laws of Nature pe24 
of-Nations, -of God and Religion, have-been violated ; Men have been transfor> 
med -into' the cruelty of Beaſts,” and into the Rage and. Malice of Devils. -- .;, 
- Inſtances both\ Modern and Ancient of this, 'are innumerable; but this of Abſa- 
bm is a Tragedy whoſe Antiquity and Truth,do equally xecommend 1t as an Ex- 
ample to all Poſterity, and a Caution to all. Mankind,, to take care how-they im; 
barque in ambitious and unlawful Deſigns; and.it. is a particular Caveat to all 
young men, to beware of ſuch Counſellors, as the 61d Achitophel, leſt while they 
are tempted with rhe hopes of;a Crown, they haſten on their own Deſtiny, and 'P 
come to ah untimely End. . = 
_ Abſalom was the third Son of David by Mazchab,the Daughter of Ta King of Penn 
of Gefhr; who was one of David's Concubines;; he (eging his Title to the Crown of ""H 
| upon the ſcore of lawful Succeſſion would-not do, reſolves tomake good what 
was def:&ivein it, by open force, by dethroning his Father... ,, _ -, 
Now the Arts he uſed to accompliſh his Defien, were theſe : /Firſt, He ſtudied 
Popularity ; be roſe up early 3 he was induſtrious and-diligent in his ways he pla- 
ced himſclf in the way of the Gatez and when any man'came for Judgment, he 
eourteoufly entred into Diſcourſe with him. This feigned Condeſcention; was 
the firſt Step of his Ambition.. Secondly, He depraved his Fathers Government z 
the King was careleſs, drown'd 1n his Pleaſures 3 the Counſellors were evil; no 
no nian regarded the Petitioners; Abjalom 1aid unto him, See thy matters are 
good and right, it is but reaſon that \yout petition for ; but there is no man that 
will hear thee from the King; there is no Juſtice to be found ; your Petitions are 
rejeted;: Thirdly, He infinuates what he would do if he were in Autho- 
rity; how eaſe acceſs ſhould be to him; he would do them Juſfice; he would 


hear and redreſs their Grievances, receive their Peritidns, and\ them r_ 
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A fheflrbury. But all this would notdo 3 he therefore joyns himſelf to one _Achitophel, an old 
Man of a Shrewd Head, and Hop Heart,,, This Achitophel, 1t ſeems, had 
been a great Councellour of David's but was now under ſome Diſgrace, asap- 
pears, by Abſalom's ſending for him from Gilo, his City whither he was in diſcon- 
tent retreated ; Þecauſe Na hall __ fiat into his Privy Council ; and 
no doubtcan be mide, bithe was of the Conſpiracy befare,by his ready joyning 
with Abſalom ſo ſoon as thE"matters were ripe for Execution.” © . 

Abſalom having thus laid his Train, and made ſecret Proviſion for his intended 


Rebellion, diſpatches his Emiſlaries _ 


ar] 


B 5 


vy; followed LE 
& eva for Ye =_ Party pe 
* Mk appointed it 
bi uſh Abſalom up- 


tf 


fs 
whd, unde 


= 


the Wood, is 
tis Mule goi 
three Da 


4 


_ 


QU 
evo 
con 


, e* 


2 - Wharſoever was written aforetime, was written for our Inſtrution- For Holy 
Metr of God, ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
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